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BOOK REVIEWS 



Vie de Porphyre, avec les fragments des traites irepl ayaXfidrcov et De 
Regressu Animae. Par J. Bidez. Gand: Librairie Scientifique, 
E. van Goethem, 1913. Pp. vii+ 156+73. 

In this admirable work of Professor Bidez we have a clear account of the 
life of Porphyry and of the development of his thought, together with a 
sympathetic picture of the age in which he lived. Other discussions of 
Porphyry, including that of Zeller, have suffered from the failure to dis- 
tinguish sharply enough his different periods and hence have attributed to 
him doctrines obviously inconsistent, without attempting to settle the ques- 
tion whether he could have held them at one time. It is one of the chief 
merits of Bidez to have shown that these seeming inconsistencies, in great 
part at least, are to be explained from changes in Porphyry's philosophic 
position. 

Bidez places a higher value upon Eunapius' Life of Porphyry than do 
Wolff and Zeller, insisting that in dealing with any statement of this author 
concerning which we are in doubt we must consider whether he may not 
have derived his information from work of Porphyry now lost to us. 

Bidez does not regard it as possible to determine with certainty the 
questions whether Porphyry was born of Christian parents, and whether he 
was ever himself a Christian. But it may well be, he suggests, that the 
fact that he was a pupil of Origen and had a thorough acquaintance with 
the Scriptures led the Christians to accuse him of being an apostate. Por- 
phyry's meeting with Origen, Bidez thinks, may perhaps have taken place 
at Tyre, as Zeller holds, but more probably at Caesarea. 

The Philosophy of the Oracles, which gives a complete system of theurgy, 
is, as Eunapius perceived, a very early work. The treatise on the Images 
of the Gods, itself a defense of paganism, is based upon ideas very different 
from those contained in the previous work. This difference is noticed by 
Eusebius. In the treatise on the Images of the Gods there are, however, no 
traces of the doctrines of Plotinus; hence we are to suppose it written before 
Porphyry's coming to Rome. To the same general period as the latter work 
belong also the Homeric Questions and the History of Philosophy. In the 
Homeric Questions we do not find the method of interpretation by which 
Porphyry later discovered neo-Platonism in Homer. In the History of 
Philosophy we have a type of Platonism different from that of Plotinus. 

The chapter which deals with Porphyry's work against the Christians 
is perhaps the most attractive in the book. In this Bidez gives a brief but 
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illuminating account of the relations between the pagans and the Christians 
at this time and presents sympathetically Porphyry's position and his 
methods of polemics. The Letter to Anebo, intended to purify and transform 
the popular religions, bears traces, Bidez thinks, of the influence of Plotinus, 
but it must be earlier than the De Regressu Animae and the De Abstinentia. 

On page 132 Bidez characterizes the genius of Porphyry thus: "Si l'on 
voulait le caracteriser avec les expressions qui s'emploient pour un ecrivain 
de notre temps, on dirait de lui qu'il avait l'esprit vif et rapide d'un excellent 
publieiste, une plume alerte, des ciseaux adroits, et qu'il mit ces instruments 
tour a tour au service de la creclulite' et de la superstition des cultes orientaux, 
de la critique scientifique et litteraire de Longin, enfin de la religiosity de 
Plotin. Dans tout ce qui nous reste de ses Merits, il n'y a pas une pensee, 
pas une image dont on puisse affirmer a coup sur qu'elle de lui." And on 
page 133: "II y a toutefois un domaine ou Porphyre produisit une oeuvre 
vraiment personelle. C'est celui de la critique. Son trait6 contre les 
Chretiens est sans doute la partie la plus originale de ce qu'il a publie." 

In the Orient Porphyry suffered a decline in influence because of the 
school's increasing absorption in theurgy. Toward the end of the fifth cen- 
tury, however, at Alexandria, Ammonius, David, and Elias wrote commen- 
taries upon his introduction to the Organon, and at Athens Simplicius 
manifested much respect for him. Later, among the Arabs and Syrians, and 
at Constantinople, he was one of the great names in philosophy. In the 
Occident the writings of Porphyry had a more sustained success. Influencing 
Macrobius, and translated by Marius Victorinus and Bothius, he came to 
be an intermediary between Plotinus and Augustine, and later between 
Plotinus and the scholastics. 

Professor Bidez has appended to the main body of his work the fragments 
of the wept dya\/taTO)v and of the De Regressu Animae, together with a discus- 
sion of these treatises; extracts from Eunapius, Suidas, and Arabic authors 
on the life and works of Porphyry; and a list of Porphyry's works, with 
indication as to where the fragments are to be found. 

All students of ancient philosophy will await with much eagerness the 
publication of the fragments of Porphyry's philosophical works which Pro- 
fessor Bidez projects. 

ROGEB MlLLEB JONES 

University of California 



Plutarch's Lives. With an English translation by Bernadotte 
Perrin. Vol. V (Loeb Classical Library). London: William 
Heinemann; New York: Putnam, 1917. Pp. ix+543. 

In this volume Professor Perrin has included the Lives of Agesilaus and 
Pompey, Pelopidas and Marcellus. The translation, as in the former 
volumes, is excellent. I desire, however, to call attention to the following 



